
Veterinary Education to 
Strengthen Veterinary Services

Updates on WOAH’s Activities related to 
Veterinary Education 



Creation of the  

Office International 

des Epizooties 

(OIE)

Creation of the United 

Nations (UN)

1924 19981945 2003

New common name:                

World Organisation 

for Animal Health

(OIE)

Introduction to the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH)

Members

Headquarters 
in Paris, France

Official 
partners

Reference Centres 
of Expertise

Regional and Sub-regional 
Representations

2004

Adoption of first animal 

welfare standards

The World Trade 

Organisation and OIE 

signed the SPS 

Agreement

2022

New common acronym:                

WOAH

Regional Representation for Asia Pacific (Tokyo) 

Sub-regional Representation for South East Asia 
(Bangkok)32 Members in Asia Pacific



Safe and fair tradePublic Health
Global food security 

and safety

Sustainable 

socioeconomic 

development

Standard Setting 

and 

implementation
Developing international 

standards, guidelines, 

recommendations on the 

best available evidence

Coordinating 

global 

frameworks
Developing and supporting 

Veterinary Services 

implement global 

strategies and initiatives

Information 

Management 
Collecting, managing, 

analysing and giving 

access to health systems-

related data, including 

real-time information on 

the state of animal health 

worldwide

Capacity 

Building
Engaging Veterinary 

Services through the PVS 

Pathway in assessment, 

strategic planning and 

capacity development

Facilitating 

collaboration
Communicating with and 

engaging WOAH 

stakeholders, on animal 

health welfare, and 

veterinary public health 

issues

Improve animal health care and welfare worldwide.

Provide leadership in global animal health governance. 

WOAH - Organisational Theory of Change

 



WOAH Competency and Curriculum Guidelines for Veterinarians

May 2012 May 2013

Provides recommendations on 

basic and advanced 

competencies for the delivery of 
veterinary services of quality

Describes various courses and 

cross-references them with the 

Day 1 Competencies that each 
course should address



Competency and Curriculum Guidelines for Community Animal Health Workers

Just 
published! 

Scan to access 



WOAH Veterinary Twinning Projects

• Established in 2013 in relation to the Guidelines

• ‘Twinning’: a mechanism for improving institutional capacity 

and expertise in developing and in-transition countries

• Facilitates the exchange of knowledge, staff, students, ideas 

and experience between Veterinary Education Establishments 

(VEEs)

• Learnings to be shared with stakeholders for more impact

14 Total: 12 completed and 2 ongoing



Approval of new 
curriculum is in process by 

Veterinary Council of 
India to be implemented 
by all VEEs in India from 

the next academic session 
in July 2025 

Brainstorming session at GADVASU to revise 
the Veterinary Curriculum in India.



• Over 300 Veterinary Education Establishments (VEEs)
• East Asia (119); Southeast Asia (73); South Asia (103)
• Diverse course curricula,  standards and delivery 

methods

• Majority accredited by national accreditation system 
• Veterinary Statutory Body (VSB) or equivalent

• No regional VEE accreditation standards/ body 

VEEs and VSBs in Asia

* Source: 1) List of VEEs in Asia and the Pacific Region ; 2) PVS reports; 3) WOAH workshop presentations; 4) Personal communication 

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/vee/regional-list-of-veterinary-education-establishments/;


AAVS

Asian 
Association 

of Veterinary 
School

SEAVSA

South  East 
Asia 

Veterinary 
School 

Association

AVSBN

ASEAN 
Veterinary 
Statutory 

Body 
Network

FAVA

Federation 
of Asian 

Veterinary 
Association

SEAOHUN

Southeast 
Asia One 
Health 

University 
Network

Supporting networking and networks in Asia and the Pacific Region 
to improve veterinary education outcomes   



Supporting networking and networks in Asia and the Pacific Region  

2023

2024

2023



• VEEs and VSBs play a key role in ensuring the effectiveness of veterinary 
professionals and delivery of competent Veterinary Services.

• WOAH developed several guidelines and active programmes to support its 
Member countries/territories in strengthening veterinary education. 

• Networking among VEEs, VSBs, and key stakholders across countries can 
provide valuable opportunities for information and resource sharing 
towards harmonised curriculum and accreditation processes. Such 
networks can also provide unified voice to advocate for policy changes 
and better funding for veterinary education and practice to build 
capacities. 

• WOAH can support such endeavours. 

Key messages
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For more info

mailto:m.urabe@woah.org


WOAH Regional Website 

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/vee/regional-list-
of-veterinary-education-establishments/ 

List of VEEs in Asia and the Pacific Region (2018)

Global list of VEEs (2013) 
https://former.woah.org/fileadmin/Home/eng/Support_to_OIE_Members/vee/en_vee_list.php?  

https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/vee/regional-list-of-veterinary-education-establishments/
https://rr-asia.woah.org/en/projects/vee/regional-list-of-veterinary-education-establishments/
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