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Speaker Biographies:

Ayona Silva-Fletcher BVSc, PhD, MA (MedEd) PFHEA, NTF
Professor in Veterinary Education

Department of Clinical Sciences and Services

The Royal Veterinary College (RVC)

University of London

Ayona is a veterinarian with a PhD in ruminant nutrition, an MA in Medical Education and a
Principal Fellow of the Advance HE, UK. After several teaching and research positions in Sri Lanka,
the UK and the Netherlands, Ayona joined the Royal Veterinary College in 2002 and is a member
of the LIVE (Lifelong and Independent Veterinary Education) team at the RVC. She led the
development of the MSc in Veterinary Education in 2009 and launched the programme in 2010
as the first Course Director. This is the first discipline specific education programme for veterinary
and para-veterinary educators, which won the ASPIRE award for Excellence in Faculty
Development awarded by the Association for Medical Education in Europe (AMEE) in 2016.
Ayona has several research grants and international projects that include collaborations with
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand, Mongolia, Jordan, Sweden and USA. In 2012, Ayona was
awarded the National Teaching Fellowship (UK) for her contributions to scholarship and
pedagogy in Veterinary Education and in 2018, Ayona was awarded the Principal Fellowship of
the UK higher Education Academy as recognition of the strategic influence she has made at
national and international levels in the field of Veterinary Education.
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/about/our-people/ayona-silva-fletcher#tab-research
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Professor Liz Armitage-Chan Vet MB PhD Dip ACVAA FHEA
Professor of Higher Education

Department of Clinical Sciences and Services

The Royal Veterinary College (RVC)

University of London

Liz Armitage-Chan is Professor of Higher Education at the Royal Veterinary College where she is
the interim Director of the LIVE Education Centre. She graduated from Cambridge Veterinary
School in the UK and completed Residency training at Tufts University School of Veterinary
Medicine in the USA, before working as a veterinary anesthesiologist for 8 years. In 2018 she
completed a PhD in Education Research from Kings College London.

Since 2013 she has worked in the LIVE Centre, focusing on the development of veterinary
students’ professional skills and their professional identity, and on faculty development as the
Course Director of the MSc in Veterinary Education. Her research interests are professional
identity and the ways that this is developed through reflective practice and critical thinking. Liz is
a member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Veterinary Medical Education, contributing
expertise particularly in qualitative research methods, and serves on professional committees in
the UK and USA.
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