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Hokkaido is the northern 
most island of Japan

Sapporo
Obihiro

Introduction of Hokkaido University and Obihiro University



Introduction of Hokkaido University

Sapporo Sta.

Botanic Garden

1km
2.4km

School of Veterinary Medicine

HU campus is located in the center of the 2 million city, Sapporo



Introduction of Obihiro University

Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine is located 
in Obihiro City in the Tokachi region, 

the largest dairy and field farming area in Japan.



Introduction of VetNorth Japan (VNJ)

The Cooperative Veterinary Education Program
between 

Hokkaido University School of Veterinary Medicine 
and 

Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine

The two universities established cooperative Veterinary Education program in 2012 



Introduction of VetNorth Japan (VNJ)

Hokkaido University
Sch Vet Med

Obihiro University
Agric Vet Med

Strengths
Companion Animal Med

Infectious Diseases
Life Sciences

Strengths

Production Animal Med
Food safety

Sapporo

Obihiro

Combining the strengths and characteristics of each university
to provide more advanced veterinary education

Education by more than 
100 faculty members



VNJ Cooperative Veterinary Education Program
between Hokkaido University and Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine

Joint diploma from Hokkaido University and Obihiro University

Admission to HU
（40 students）

Veterinary license
（Passing the national exam）

Admission to OU
（40 students）

Complementary clinical training (5,6Y)
(Student mobility)

Specialized subjects (2-4Y)
（Face to face teaching：staff mobility)

introductory education (1, 2Y)
(Student mobility)

Specialized subjects (2-4Y)
（Remote/Online education)



Long existing problem in Japan
Veterinary education units are too small to provide the education at 
internationally acceptable level.

We established VNJ that is similar in size to the veterinary education system in 
Europe and the United States.

Is VNJ education qualitatively equivalent to the level of veterinary education in 
Europe and the United States? Who is the right body to evaluate us?

Ø Not to be left behind in the global trends
Ø To avoid to impose self-righteous 

education on students.

The reasons for obtaining international accreditation



The reasons for obtaining international accreditation

Trying to obtain international accreditation in addition to self-evaluation is good 
opportunity to:

- learn global trends in veterinary education, and

- receive advice and suggestions from international accreditation body for 
further improvement and shortcomings during the process, and

- ensure if the VNJ program is qualitatively equivalent to internationally 
acceptable level.

Ø Not to be left behind in the global trends
Ø To avoid to impose self-righteous 

education on students.



Why EAEVE

EAEVE AVMA

AVBCSAVA

RVCS

ü Diversity of participating universities:
→countries with different industrial structures, languages

ü Similarity of job opportunity of graduates in Japan:
→ graduates in EU are employed a variety of fields including companion 

animal medicine, production animal medicine, food safety, public 
health, and life science



Timeline to accreditation

Oct 2014
Unofficial
visitation

Nov 2014
Unofficial
visitation

Dec 2015
Unofficial
visitation

Jan 2016
Unofficial
visitation

Nov 2016
Unofficial
visitation

Apr 2012
VNJ Started

Jul 2019
Full

visitation

Jul 2017
Consultative

visitation

Visited more than 14 veterinary establishments 
in EU (2013-2019)

SER prep
Apr 
2017 SER prep

(for a year)

Apr 
2017

Feb 2018
Ask for FV

Dec 2019
Accredit by 

ECOVE

Improvement of education program and facilities



Site visit at HU

Visiting team

8 specialists from different 
countries including 1 
student member



Benefits: what we obtained through the accreditation process

ü Feel more confidence to VNJ. Higher evaluation from inside and outside.

ü To obtain opportunities for sharing information on global trends of 
veterinary education.

ü To understand importance of competency-based education and 
assessment.

ü Continuous quality assurance activities with stakeholders 
including students for improving education.

VNJ advisory panel 

with external stakeholder and student 
representatives



Dec 2019
FV

Maintaining the status

Jul 2019
FV

Maintaining and enhancing educational activities

Jul 2022
Interim 
report

3.5Y

Interim report should include:
-) major changes in ESEVT Standard;
-) progress in the correction of deficiencies;
-) the expected date of the next evaluation;
-) updated list of Indicators.

2026
Next FV

7Y

SER VNJ for FV, 22 items

Maintaining sufficient values is 
always challenging  



Problems on maintaining accreditation

Difficulties in clinical training with some animal species due to differences 
in animal breeding situation and biosecurity procedures in EU and Japan

Difficulty in keeping sufficient cases 
to clear ESVET indicators

Emergency horse clinic: most of horses in Japan are 
racing horse so demand on equine medicine is different 
from that in European countries
→Few emergency cases for clinical training. 

Small ruminant practice: numbers of sheep and goats 
are very low in Japan
→Difficulty in finding cases for clinical training.

Pigs and chickens: most of pigs and chickens are raised 
in industrialized farms with very strict biosecurity measures
→Difficulty in finding places for clinical training.
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Difficulties in obtaining necropsy cases of companion animals due to 
differences in cultural and/or religious reasons, funeral customs of how to 
send off the deceased, etc.

Leaflet for cadaver donation for 
necropsy

-for the further improvement of 
veterinary medicine-

Difficulty in keeping sufficient necropsy cases 
to clear ESVET indicators

Problems on maintaining accreditation



Dec 2019
FV

Maintaining the status

Jul 2019
FV

Maintaining and enhancing educational activities

Jul 2022
Interim 
report

3.5Y

2026
Next FV

7Y

We are here

Collaboration and cooperation with external institutions, and 

obtaining their understanding for better veterinary education,  

are important for providing qualified education.



Thank you for your attention

Maiko Nakano

One Health

One World


