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leading global university
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Justification for a veterinary programme
– Anomaly amongst the professions in Hong Kong, veterinary medicine is 

the only profession not educated locally (2 medical schools, one dental)
– No internationally-accredited veterinary school in east or south-east Asia

• ~670 registered veterinary surgeons in Hong Kong (most RCVS or AVMA grads)
• At least ~150-200 Hong Kong students studying overseas (2011)

– In other developed economies, people (x 106) to vet school ratio ranges 
from 3.4 to 10.7

• Hong Kong population 7.4 x 106

• 3 new vet schools in Australia in past decade, two in the UK (another one just started in 
UK at University of Surrey, probably another one soon in Wales)
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Justification for a veterinary programme

– Hong Kong has been a focus of or close to major zoonotic incidents
• SARS outbreak originating from wildlife (2003)
• Avian influenza from wildlife to livestock to humans (ongoing)
• MERS-CoA in South Korea recently

– Ongoing food contamination scandals in China
• Melamine in milk, beta-agonists in pork

– Aquaculture predicted to grow rapidly
» (World Bank, 2013)

• presently beset by all the problems of 
intensive production systems 
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But not all plain sailing

• Two rejections from HK University Grants Committee (UGC)
– 2012 and 2014

yet

• UGC Task Force in 2014 reported that
– small, fit-for-purpose veterinary school was warranted
– should focus on postgraduate research
– and supplement local research in FS, EID, AW
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Building partnerships
Visit to Tsinghua University MOU with the RVC

Veterinary nursing Diploma
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Building partnerships cont.

Visiting with CAU, Beijing CPE in Southern China
Over 60 CPE events already, most recent a TBD 

workshop in conjunction with the USDA
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Building strengths and research

• Residency & Internship 
programmes
– Anatomical Pathology

• Joint PhD with Cornell 
supervision (n=13)
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Strong local support

• Strong support from local 
(business) community

– 2015
• HK$ 200 million donations

– 2016
• Likely another $100 million

– Support for a High School 
Summer School programme at 
Cornell in July 2016
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Undergraduate curriculum

Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine (BVM) 獸醫學學士
– Both medical degrees in HK are at Bachelor level and of 6 year duration

International professional accreditation 
• AVBC, AVMA or RCVS?

– Australasian Veterinary Boards Council (AVBC)
• assures employment from graduation (in HK, Singapore, AUS, NZ, RSA, possibly 

UK) (and China)
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The School of Veterinary Medicine at CityU in Hong Kong 
was established in 2014 in collaboration with Cornell 

University’s College of Veterinary Medicine, 
with a vision to

“strive to be the premier provider of comprehensive, 
evidence-based veterinary training, research and service in 

Asia, with particular emphasis on Emerging Infectious 
Diseases, Food Safety, Animal Welfare and Aquatic 

Production”.
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Curriculum planning with Cornell

• Developed over a period of 2 years

• Developing the special focus areas (AQ/AW/EIDs/FS)

• Maintaining the connection to Cornell DVM
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Curriculum planning with Cornell
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Curriculum constraints

“One Health” overarching strategic theme

– Emerging infectious diseases
– Food safety
– Aquatic production
– Animal welfare
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Curriculum constraints cont.

Cornell University’s 4-year graduate DVM curriculum
– Cornell pre-requisite requirements

Largely problem/case-based learning
Mainly focused on small animals (anatomy basically dog only)
7 Foundation courses/plenty of electives
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Curriculum constraints cont.

• Gateway Education Requirements

– Eclectic mix of several courses that address areas such as

• Arts and Humanities
• Studies of Societies and Business Organisations
• Science and Technology
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Curriculum imperatives
• AVBC requirements (high practical component of learning: >30%)

– Public health/Food safety (5 days in abattoirs/food processing 
premises)

– Animal welfare/behaviour
– Animal husbandry

• AVBC extramural studies requirements
– 12 weeks of animal husbandry EMS
– 26 weeks of clinical EMS
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Pre-clinical years
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Para-clinical years
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Clinical years
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Curriculum
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Facilities and resources

Acquisition of the largest 
private practice in Hong 
Kong (Peace Avenue 
Veterinary Clinic) to give 
immediate access to 
clientele and caseload 
(also ensuring a profitable 
business)
(immediate addition to veterinary 
staff (32, of which 6 specialists))
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Facilities and resources cont.

Construction of a world-
class Veterinary 
Specialist teaching 
hospital that is 
financially sustainable
(in a retail shopping centre)
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Facilities and resources cont.

Diagnostic laboratory
• Presently local 

veterinarians send 
samples to all corners 
of the globe, such as 
Australia , NZ, UK, 
US, as well as RSA
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Facilities and resources cont.

Veterinary diagnostic 
laboratory, accredited 
to international 
standards
(scheduled for completion in 2016)
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Facilities and resources cont.

Farm facilities 
(cattle, small 
ruminants), equine 
facility and an 
ambulatory service
(about 90 odd small-scale pig and 
poultry farm, presently not 
serviced by veterinarians)
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Facilities and resources cont.

Aquaculture strong 
in the region and 
expected to grow
• Strongly reflected 

in the curriculum
• and in Research
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Facilities and resources cont.

Also launched the 
two year veterinary 
nursing (built on 
RVC template)

DSE “Animal care” 
subject
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AVBC consultative visit
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Launch of BVM 19 Sep 16
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Local interest is strong
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Next steps ahead

• First student applications commence in mid October (n=10 -
15)

• Final sign-off on BVM curriculum by CityU’s Senate 
expected on November, 1st

• VSAAC (AVBC) accreditation visit 
– December (12th-15th) 

• First class commences in September 2017
• Veterinary leadership training in Cornell, Ithaca, mid 2018
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